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    Brother John Fluker has built a 
notable career as a pianist, 
composer, vocalist and arranger.  
   He has performed with many 
gospel, jazz and rhythm and blues 
artists, most notably serving as 
pianist and music director for Gladys 
Knight. As a Los Angeles based 
artist, he has published music, 
recorded albums and toured 
internationally as a musician.  
  But on December 8, 2024, he was 
back home in Lansing at Friendship 
Baptist Church serving as pianist 
and accompanist during the 90th 
Anniversary Worship Service for the 
church that was a major part of his 
family’s Christian life.   
   Brother Fluker grew up in 
Friendship as son to the late Trustee 
Curtis Fluker and Sister Laverne 
Fluker. 

 
 

   His parents were active and 
engaged members of Friendship. As a 
trustee, his father, Brother Curtis Fluker, 
ensured the care of both the church’s 
properties and financial assets. His 
mother, Sister LaVerne (Lois) Fluker, 
was an avid and dedicated Sunday 
School teacher, who developed any 
number of ways to teach and illustrate 
the wonders of the Bible.  
   Her reviews ensured that when you 
left Sunday School, you left a lot 
smarter about the word of God.   
  His sister, the late Sharyn McIntyre, 
was an active member of Friendship’s 
Mission Circle No. 4. His sister Tamera 
Fluker continues to volunteer at 
Friendship in her parents’ honor.  
   Friendship was more than blessed to 
have Brother Fluker share his talents as 
part of our 90th anniversary 
celebration. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Brother John Fluker with his siblings Sister 
Tamera Fluker (l.), and Sister Leai Fluker(r.)  
and family friend, Sister Luann Will Merrill 
(c).   

 

Noted Pianist John Fluker Returns 
Home to Celebrate Friendship’s 90th  
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Grow In Grace!    

A Word from  
Pastor James Douglas 
 
Greetings: 
   I first give honor to God, for all He has done 
for Friendship Baptist Church in its first 90 years! 
   I thank our congregation for your continued 
support and grace as I’ve served as your interim 
pastor.  
   Our history is rich with service to the Lansing 
community and to our members.  
  We have committed ourselves to stand as a 
church of love who helps people know Jesus. 
I believe this commitment will keep us for our 
next 90 years!  
   It will allow us to continue to grow in Christ 
and in service to the community! 
 

   God Bless, 
   Reverend James Douglas, Interim Pastor 

 

 
 
Friendship’s Reverend Samuel Johnson shares 
the pulpit on Anniversary Sunday with 
Keynote speaker, Reverend Dr. Remonia 
Chapman and guest minister, Reverend Dr. 
Kay Porter.  

  

  
 
” But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of  
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18 KJV 

 

 
The Youth Mission Seekers hosted an evening of games,  
crafts and fun on March 23 2024 for young people and adults! 

 
Mission Circle #4 in Action!   

In 2024, Mission Circle #4 sought to “grow spiritually mature” 
and “to help the needy and less fortunate” through the 
following:  
Goals for The Year 
•Support community outreach agencies and organizations 
that address food, clothing, educational, and spiritual needs 
in the community - Greater Lansing Food Bank, Lansing City 
Rescue Mission, Riddle School, and Head Start. 
•Conduct in-house training to grow spiritually mature in a 
way that prepares, equips, and enables members to share 
the faith. 
•Sponsor events that advertise and highlight Friendship’s 
presence, availability and involvement in the community. 
•Continue the Poinsettia Ministry at Christmastime and the 
Compassionate Care Card Ministry for sick and shut in 
members. 
 
Accomplishments in 2024: 
•Volunteered 88 hours at the Lansing City Rescue Mission 
Uplift store tagging clothing and organizing shelves. 
•Addressed personal and spiritual development by rotating 
the teacher role of leading the Mission lessons using the 
Mission study guide or developing and presenting on a topic 
of personal interest. 
•Sent cards to sick and shut-in members to ensure their well-
being and continued connectivity to the church. 
•Represented Friendship Baptist Church at the Lansing City 
Rescue Mission’s 2024 Annual Appreciation Banquet on 
October 8, 2024. 
•General Mission President, Sister Fitzpatrick spearheaded 
the Riddle school supply project to which Friendship 
generously donated, glue sticks, washable markers, 
crayons.   
 •Headed the poinsettia project to deliver poinsettias to our 
sick and shut-in members and our Pastors at Christmastime.  
Circle #4 members and Laymen delivered them December 
6, 2024. 
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The 2024 Deacon Board pictured with 
Reverend Samuel Johnson and Interim Pastor 
James Douglas. Pictured l.to r.:  Deacon 
Amel Eiland, Deacon Karl Wilson, Deacon 
Adell Flourry, Deacon Lee Alexander, 
Deacon Donald Suttles, Deacon James 
Yarborough, Deacon Dr. Eugene Pernell, 
Deacon Dr. Lonnie Eiland, Deacon Robert 
Owens and Deacon Julian Van Dyke. (Not 
pictured): Deacon Larry Griffin.   

 
“And let us not be weary in well doing:  
for in due season we shall reap if we 
faint not.” Galatians 6:9 KJV 

 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 
   In preparing the Annual Deacon Board 
Report for 2024, it became apparent that 
our Church was blessed with no untoward 
events occurring during the calendar year.  
  I believe that it is fair to say that our 
congregation was still experiencing 
bereavement in the loss of our beloved 
pastor, Reverend Clyde Carnegie, during 
the mid-year of 2023.  Also, most of what our 
Church faced during the year was related 
to the work of the Pastoral Search 
Committee which was formed in August, 
2023.  The committee has worked so very 
diligently in its efforts to find the pastor we 
believe that God is preparing to send to us 
as our new Under Shepard.   
  The Pastoral Search Committee kept the 
congregation informed of its progress by 
providing updates weekly during worship 
service and monthly during our Business 
Meetings.  The following things also took 
place:

 

Deacon Board  
Report 
 
•  In February, we celebrated Black History Month 
with a special program organized by Deacon Karl 
and Sister Connie Wilson.  Several special guests 
participated in the program which was enjoyed 
by all. 
• We had to resolve a question which arose as to 
whether we would consider a pastoral candidate 
who had not been baptized by immersion.  We 
decided that such a candidate would be 
considered if he or she were willing to be baptized 
within 30 days of being appointed. 
• We developed contracts and compensation 
plans for our Interim Pastor and our Senior 
Associate Minister. 
• In November, we held our Annual Business 
Meeting where Church officers were elected for 
2025. 
• The high point of the year was the celebration of 
FBC’s 90th Church Anniversary which took place 
on December 8.  We were blessed with special 
guests including Rev. Remonia Chapman, Rev. 
Kay Porter, and our own homegrown musical 
wizard Brother John Fluker.  The Anniversary 
Committee was headed by Sister Jean Davis and 
Sister Claudria Flourry who did an absolutely 
magnificent job, together with the entire 
Anniversary Committee.  
   We pray that God will continue to Bless, Lead, 
and Guide us as we come near the time when our 
Church will make a decision on the naming of a 
new pastor.  And we extend our heartfelt thanks 
to Rev. James Douglas and Rev. Samuel Johnson 
for stepping into the gap when they  
were needed. 

 
Prayerfully Submitted 
James C. Yarborough, Chairman 

 
 In Memoriam 

Remembering those we lost in 2024 
 

Sister Dorothy Hudson 
July 19, 1925 – April 14, 2024 

 
Sister Sharyn Anita McIntyre 
June 25, 1946 – July 19, 2024 

 
Brother Thomas Charles Yarrell, Jr.  
May 19, 1957 – December 8, 2024 
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Financial Secretary Report 
 
   For the eighth year in a row, Friendship Baptist 
Church's revenue exceeded our payments. 
   Compared to 2023, total payments and 
revenue increased. Total revenue of $378,883 
exceeded payments ($324,750) by $54,132. 
   Overall, our financial position has improved 
from 2023. Our mortgage liability has been 
reduced by the extra monthly principal 
payments and our cash reserve has improved  
as well.   
   To God be the glory for the things He has done 
for Friendship Baptist Church. 
   Thanks also for the faithful stewards at 
Friendship. 

 
Marsie Douglas 
Financial Secretary 
 
Mortgage Liquidation Report 
 
   Our Church is required by our bank to 
refinance our mortgage every five years.   
   In August 2023 we refinanced our loan at 
$974,942.50 and made $1.000.00 extra 
principal payments through the end of 
2024. We ended the year with a loan 
balance of $902,205.14.   
   We thank God for His blessings and your 
continued support of His Church. 
   

 
 

Assets
$3,152,491.09 Liabilities 

$902,205.14

Total Equity
$2,250,285.95 

Balance Sheet at 12/31/2024
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Trustee Board 
Report 
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance,” Ephesians 2:10 

   This year has been a year of testing our resolve to 
continue maintaining our aging church building and 
grounds and be in a good financial position to hire a 
new pastor.  
   Our lower roof over the Administrative Wing, 
classrooms and Fellowship Hall are showing 
significant wear. Trustees have a preventative 
maintenance plan to extend the life of the roofs.  
   Trustees are developing plans to repair or replace 
the heating ventilating and air condition systems 
(HVAC) in our Fellowship Hall. Other high-cost items 
around the church Trustees are working on include 
parking lots, sound systems and lawn mowing 
equipment.  
   Our Personnel and Finance Committees have been 
researching and developing potential compensation 
packages for our eventual new church pastor. The 
Personnel Committee has also been working with the 
Music Department to develop reasonable 
compensation packages for church musicians.  
   With all these issues before us, Our Lord continues 
to shower his blessings on our church. We ended the 
year with one of the largest surplus revenues in over 
ten years. For this we continue to Give God the 
Glory. 
 
Prayerfully Submitted, 
Deacon Donald Suttles 
Chairman Board of Trustee 
 

 
Friendship Trustee Board (l. to r.) Deacon Dr. Lonnie Eiland, 
Trustee Xavier Yarborough, Trustee David Duke, Trustee David 
Green, Trustee Jokay Maxie, Deacon Donald Suttles, Deacon 
Karl Wilson, Trustee Algie Watkins. (Not pictured): Trustee Albert 
Henry, Trustee Katrina Kaufman, Trustee Deborah Sudduth.  
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Friendship 
at 90! 
Our History – 
1934 to 2024  

  
1934 – 1964 
In December 1934, Friendship Baptist Church is 
organized by 35 Lansing residents under the direction 
of Reverend Matthew Toomey. In 1935, the 
congregation seats its first pastor, Reverend O.C. 
Thomas and purchases property at 925 West Main 
Street and erects a church building for $4,100.  In 
1938, the church names Reverend Liston Stone as 
pastor who grows the membership and liquidates its 
debt. Pastor Liston Stone dies November 7, 1948,  
and is replaced by Reverend C. Gladstone Scott in 
October 1949. Under his leadership, membership 
grew, the building fund grew from $5,000 to $90,000 
and the property next to the Church was purchased. 
The old frame church building is razed, and a new 
stone edifice is built and dedicated in March 1957. In 
January of 1962, Reverend Scott resigns, and 
Reverend Ferdinand Fritz is named pastor in August. 
In his tenure, the church mortgage is liquidated.  

 
1964 – 1994  
In November 1964, Reverend E.C. Hawkins is named 
pastor. During his 17-year tenure, the church finances 
grew from $8,000 to $45,000. Friendship purchased 
14.9 acres of land at 2912 Pleasant Grove Road at a 
cost of $70,000 and liquidated that mortgage in 
December 1980. In July 1982, Reverend Lester D. 
Stone was installed as pastor and would serve 
Friendship for 28 years. He led Friendship to strong 
growth in ministries, membership, community 
leadership and finances. In 1991, Friendship 
purchased additional property adjacent to 2912 
Pleasant Grove Rd., increasing land to more than 15 
acres.  

 
1994 – 2024 
In 1996, Friendship achieves a high-water mark in 
youth education support by awarding more than 
$10,000 in college scholarships. The "Achieving the 
Dream" building fund campaign is launched to raise 
$3.5 million to build a new church home. Architect 
firm, Hobbs and Black Associates, is hired to design 
the building.  In February 2001, the 925 West Main 
Street church building and property is sold to 
General Motors. 
 
In April 2002, Friendship contracts with Wieland 
Davco to build the new church building and in May, 
breaks ground at 2912 Pleasant Grove.  In July, 
Friendship secures a loan from Independent Bank to 
help finance the new 37,000 square foot facility. The 
estimated cost of the entire building project is $5 
million. 

 
 

In March 2003, Friendship publishes "In Our Tradition: African American 
Family Recipes Celebrating Our Traditions" as a fundraiser for the 
building fund. The cookbook featured recipes from Friendship's 
members. All 10,000 copies published were sold. In June, Friendship 
Baptist Church moves from 925 West Main Street to 2912 Pleasant Grove 
Road.  
 
Upon the death of Pastor Lester Stone on March 31, 2010, Friendship 
named Reverend Dr. Clyde D. Carnegie as pastor.   In 2014 Friendship 
went through a period of upheaval. The Church building was closed 
and the congregation worshiped in the property's garage from June 
until October. The unrest resulted in the congregation dividing into two 
separate churches.  The congregation that remained at 2912 Pleasant 
Grove Road retained the name of Friendship Baptist Church.  
 
2016 proved a banner year for the church. In April, Friendship hosted the 
2016 Spring Session of the Chain Lake District Missionary Baptist 
Association, accommodating worship, training and workshops for the 
member churches representing cities throughout lower central and west 
Michigan.  In June, Friendship joined the Building Children and Family 
Initiatives (BCFI) of Lansing to host the 2016 Children Defense Fund 
Freedom School. The Freedom School was Conducted June 15 to July 
29 serving 50 students, grades K-8 and 10 staff. That Summer, Friendship 
launched a campaign to raise funds to install a cross in the sanctuary 
above the choir stand. The campaign resulted in the installation and 
dedication of the 10 x 4-foot cherry wood cross mounted in time for the 
Church's 82nd anniversary celebration.   
 
In March 2020, Friendship joined the world in the global shut-down due 
to the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. Federal and state stay-at-home 
orders resulted in Friendship's Sunday School and Sunday Worship 
moving to teleconference format. The congregation would worship in 
this manner for two years, returning to in-person worship and Sunday 
School on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2022.   
In September, the Friendship Forever Fund is established as a  
permanent endowment fund with the Capital Region Community 
Foundation. The fund provides permanent investment in the mission and 
vision of Friendship Baptist Church.   
 
On May 11, 2023, Friendship lost Pastor Dr. Clyde D. Carnegie.  He was 
honored, posthumously, as Friendship's first Pastor Emeritus. The Reverend 
James Douglas, senior associate minister was named Interim Pastor and 
the Reverend Samuel Johnson, was named senior associate minister. 
 

 

Every great celebration requires a great planning team and Friendship 
had one for the 90th Anniversary Celebration! Pictured l. to r. – Brother 
Harold Singleton, Deacon Dr. Lonnie Eiland, Deaconess Sallie Flanders, 
Deacon Adell Flourry, Deacon Lee Alexander, Trustee Deborah Sudduth, 
Sister Claudria Flourry (Co-Chair), Sister Ida Pernell, Sister Dr. Evelyn 
Gladney, Deacon Amel Eiland, Deacon Karl Wilson, Sister Pauline Van 
Dyke. (Not Pictured): Sister Mildred Duke-Cain, (but behind the camera) 
Sister Jean Davis (Co-Chair) and Sister Zena Flanders. 
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Friendship  
at 90! 
Our Celebration –  
December 8, 2024 
 
   The Sunday Anniversary Worship Service began with 
a praise service that featured drums, horns, guitar 
along with the grand piano. The musicians were joined 
by a 19-member Anniversary Choir led by guest 
director, Sister Pamala Hegmon and accompanied by 
her mother, Sister Mary Ann Graham.   The 90th Anniversary theme was “Celebrating Our 
Legacy – Remembering the Past, Honoring the Present 
and Preparing for the Future.” 
    The Reverend Dr. Remonia A. Chapman brought the 
Anniversary Sermon reminding congregants of the 
value and responsibility of a legacy like Friendship’s in 
ministry. She is an associate minister of Hartford 
Memorial Baptist Church in Detroit. She is also a 
devoted health advocate serving as director of public 
education and community relations for Life Michigan.   
.  

 
 
All dressed up and ready for the celebration! 
 

    
 

Trustee David Duke and youth anniversary hosts (l. to r.) 
Isaiah Walker, Owen Brown, Rhonda Green, Kennedy 
Eiland, Autumn Fluker and Skye Fluker are on duty and 
ready to serve at the 90th Anniversary celebration!  
 
The beautifully decorated Fellowship Hall hosted the 
Anniversary Dinner.  Brother Fluker shared a piano solo 
and the Reverend Dr. Kay L. Porter, Pastor of St. 
Matthew AME Church in Detroit, shared reflections of 
Friendship. They both then performed a duet. Opening 
remarks were made by Sister Claudria Flourry and 
closing remarks came from Sister Jean Davis, the 
Anniversary Celebration co-chairs. Reverend Samuel 
Johnson provided both blessing and benediction for 
the event.  
   In addition to the Anniversary Committee (See pgs.5 
and 9), the event was made special by the 
contributions of the following: 
   Souvenir book: Sister Jean Davis, Deacon Adell Flourry, 
Sister Claudria Flourry, Trustee Katrina Kaufman;  
Anniversary Bulletin: Sister Mildred Duke-Cain;  
Musicians: Sister Cheryl Dudley, Deacon Amel Eiland, 
Deacon Adell Flourry, Jr., Brother John Carlton Fluker, 
Sister Mary Ann Graham, Deacon Eugene Pernell, 
Brother Lloyd Scott, Trustee Algie Watkins; 90th 
Anniversary Choir: Sister Rise Alexander, Sister Marilyn 
Crosby, Sister Jean Davis, Deaconess Zeferonia “Doll” 
Demps, Deaconess Sallie Flanders, Sister Zena Flanders,  
Sister Patricia Fitzpatrick, Sister Claudria Flourry, Sister 
Evelyn Gladney, Sister Mary Ann Graham-Musician, 
Deaconess Roslin Griffin, Sister Pamala Hegmon-Guest 
Director,  Trustee Al Henry, Deacon Robert Owen, Sister 
Yvonne Pernell, Deacon Donald Suttles;  Brother Frank 
Warren, Sister Bernice Yarborough, Deacon James 
Yarborough; Catering: PJ’s Catering; Easel Donation: 
Deacon Julian Van Dyke and Sister Pauline Van Dyke; 
Audio Technicians: Trustee David Duke, Sister Lori Fluker 
(Skye, Autumn), Trustee Kenny Duke, Trustee Al Henry, 
Trustee Deborah Sudduth; Candlelighter: Sister Kennedy 
Eiland;  Decorations: Sister Nona Brown, Sister Jean 
Davis, Deaconess Zeferonia “Doll” Demps, Sister 
Anastasia Douglas, Sister Treyna Duke, Sister Ida 
Dulaney, Deacon Adell Flourry, Jr., Sister Claudria 
Flourry, Deaconess Roslin Griffin, Trustee Katrina 
Kaufman, Sister Connie Wilson.
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Friendship 
at 90!  

 
 

Our Investment - $51,457.43 
to the Friendship Forever Fund 

  
 
   

   In 2022, Friendship voted to establish an 
endowment fund held and managed at the Capital 
Region Community Foundation in Lansing. The fund 
was created to support the mission, ministries and 
operations of Friendship Baptist Church. 
   Four initial donors contributed founding gifts 
totaling $25,000 to launch the Friendship Forever 
Fund. 
   For the church to begin receiving distributions from 
the endowment, the community foundation requires 
a minimum endowment investment of $50,000.   
  To celebrate the church’s 90th church anniversary, 
a “90 gifts for 90 years” endowment growth 
campaign was launched to reach that minimum 
$50,000 investment.  
   Although the 90 gifts goal was not reached, the 
church did make 54 gifts totaling $20,575.00 through 
Anniversary Sunday that, with fund earnings, helped 
to exceed the $50,000 investment goal.  
   Donors honored 14 deceased Friendship members 
and family members with endowment gifts made in 
their memory.  
   Friendship will get to decide whether to spend or 
reinvest the endowment fund’s first available 
distribution of 4% of the total fund balance, 
approximately $2,100, anticipated to be available 
for the 2026 budget year.  
   This is just the beginning of growing the church’s 
endowment fund to support Friendship’s mission and 
ministries. Gifts can be made to grow the 
endowment at any time, in any year, for any 
amount.  
   And, for those considering an ultimate tithe or 
estate gift to the church, remember your planned 
gift to grow the endowment fund is a forever gift.  

  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Gifts were made to grow the  
Friendship Forever Fund  

In honor of: 
Deacon Eugene Pernell  

Sister Ida Pernell  
In memory of: 

Sister Jerusha H. Bonham 
Pastor Clyde D. Carnegie 

Sister Sharon Denise Champion 
Sister Ruby Russ Davis 

Deacon Hubert J. Flanders 
 Sister Laverne Fluker 

Deacon Rufus Gladney 
Sister Donna Hall-Eikner 
Sister Dorothy Hudson 

Brother Arthur Chester Jones 
Sister Elise Kaufman 

Sister Crystal I. Maxie  
Trustee Jesse J. Maxie  

Sister Helen Pointer  
Sister Rosemary Reed 
Pastor Lester D. Stone  

Deaconess Bobbie Sudduth   
Deacon Lue C. Sudduth  

Mother Rosetta West 
 

How to Make Your Gift to Grow Friendship’s Endowment 
To make a gift online to grow the fund, visit <ourcommunity.org>, click Donate Now, and enter Friendship Forever 
Fund in the search bar, complete the gift form and submit.  
To mail your gift, send your check, made payable to the Capital Region Community Foundation (CRCF), to 330 
Marshall St., Suite 300, Lansing, MI 48912, with Friendship Forever Fund noted in the purpose line on your check.   
To designate a gift as part of your estate planning, you can name the Friendship Forever Fund at the Capital 
Region Community Foundation as beneficiary of an insurance policy, a retirement fund or your general estate 
assets using the following language in a will: "I hereby bequeath [amount] and 00/100 dollars (or 10% of my estate 
proceeds) to the Friendship Forever Fund, an endowment held at the Capital Region Community Foundation, 
located at 330 Marshal St., Suite 300, Lansing, MI 48912, [EIN: 38-2776652].” 
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How fitting to have Deacon Donald Suttles framed 
by the 90th Anniversary balloons, giving us a 
chance to celebrate his immense contributions -- 
as an 18-year chairman of the Trustee Board -- to 
Friendship’s ongoing fiscal stability and steady 
mortgage liquidation. Thank you, Deacon Don!  

 
Ministers 
Rev. Dr. Clyde D. Carnegie,  
   Pastor Emeritus (In Memoriam)  
Rev. James Douglas, Interim Pastor 
Rev. Samuel Johnson,  
   Senior Associate Minister  

 
Deacons 
Dea. James Yarborough, Chairperson  
Dea. Robert Owens, Vice Chairperson  
Dea. George Maki 
Dea. Lee Alexander  
Dea. Amel Eiland 
Dea./Tte. Dr. Lonnie Eiland  
Dea. Adell Flourry, Jr. 
Dea. Larry Griffin  
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell  
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Dea. Julian Van Dyke  
Dea./Tte. Karl Wilson 

 
Trustees 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles, Chairperson  
Tte. Algie Watkins, Vice-Chairperson  
Tte. Tommie Culpepper 
Tte. David Duke 
Dea./Tte. Dr. Lonnie Eiland  
Tte. Dr. David Green  
Tte. Albert Henry 
Tte. Katrina Kaufman   
Tte. Jokay Maxie 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth  
Dea./Tte. Karl Wilson  
Tte. Xavier Yarborough 

2024 Friendship Baptist 
Church Auxiliaries, Boards 
and Committees 

Deaconess Board 
Deas. Sallie Flanders, Chairperson  
Deas. Pearl Welch, Vice-Chairperson  
   (In Memoriam)   
Deas. Cynthia Carnegie 
Deas. Zeferonia “Doll” Demps  
Deas. Marsie Douglas  
Deas. Roslin Griffin  
Deas. Terry Johnson  
Deas. Diane Owens 

 

Advisory Council 
Sis. Cheryl Howell, Chairperson, At-Large 
Sis. Rise’ Alexander, Vice-Chairperson,  
Sis. Mildred Cain, Usher Board 
Sis. Marilyn Crosby, At-Large 

    Dea. Amel Eiland, Music Department 
Deas. Sallie Flanders, Deaconess Board 

     Sis. Zena Flanders, At-Large  
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick, General Missionary Society  
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones, Youth Department  
Tte. Jokay Maxie, At-Large 
Dea. Robert Owens, Christian Education Board 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles, Trustee Board 
Bro. Frank Warren, Laymen’s League  
Dea. James Yarborough, Deacon Board 

 
Altar Guild 
Sis. Edith Suttles, Chairperson   
Deas. Sallie Flanders 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick  
Sis. Cheryl Howell 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles, Deacon Liaison 

 
Announcement Clerks 
Sis. Rise’ Alexander, Clerk 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth, Assistant 

 
Audio, Video and  
Teleconference Committee 
Tte. David Duke, Chairperson  
Tte. Tommie Culpepper 
Bro. Kenny Duke  
Dea. Amel Eiland  
Sis. Lori Fluker  
Deas. Roslin Griffin  
Tte. Albert Henry  
Tte. Jokay Maxie  
Bro. Zion Owens 
Bro. Harold Singleton  
Tte. Deborah Sudduth 
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Budget Committee 
Sis. Evelyn Green,  
  Chairperson  
Dea. Lee Alexander 
Sis. Marilyn Crosby 
Deas. Marsie Douglas,  
   Ex-Officio 
Dea. Amel Eiland   
Deas. Roslin Griffin, 
  Ex-Officio 
Tte. Albert Henry 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Sis. Lorraine Watkins 
 
Board of Christian 
Education 
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell, 
   Chairperson 
Dea. Robert Owens,  
   Vice-Chairperson 
Deas. Zeferonia Demps  
Dea. Larry Griffin 
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
 
Bible Institute 
Dea. Larry Griffin  
Dea. Robert Owens 
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell  
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
 
Sunday School 
Department 
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell,  
   Superintendent 
Sis. Nona Brown, Teacher and  
   Assistant Superintendent 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick,  
  Assistant Superintendent 
Dea. Robert Owens, Teacher 
    and Assistant Superintendent 
Dea. Lee Alexander, Treasurer  
Sis. Rise’ Alexander, Teacher  
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones  
Deas. Zeferonia (Doll) Demps,  
   Teacher  
Deas. Sallie Flanders 
Rev. Samuel Johnson  
Sis. Yvonne Pernell  
Dea/Tte. Donald Suttles 
Sis. Danielle Rhodes 
Dea. Julian VanDyke 
Bro. Frank Warren 
 
 

Church Anniversary 
Committee 
Sis. R. Jean Davis, Co-chairperson  
Sis. Claudria Flourry,  
   Co-chairperson 
Dea. Lee Alexander  
Sis. Rise’ Alexander  
Sis. Mildred Cain  
Dea. Amel Eiland  
Dea. Lonnie Eiland  
Deas. Sallie Flanders 
Sis. Zena Flanders  
Dea. Adell Flourry  
Sis. Evelyn Gladney  
Sis. Yvonne Pernell  
Bro. Harold Singleton 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth  
Sis. Pauline VanDyke  
Dea. Karl Wilson  
 
Church Clerk 
Sis. Cheryl Howell 
Tte. Katrina Kaufman, Assistant 
 
Church Secretary 
Sis. Connie Wilson 
Sis. Mildred Cain, Assistant  
Deas. Zeferonia Demps, Assistant  
Tte. Katrina Kaufman, Assistant 
Sis. Edith Suttles, Assistant 
 
Church Treasurer 
Deas. Roslin Griffin 
Tte. Jokay Maxie, Assistant 
 
Communications Committee 
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
Sis. Mildred Cain (bulletin)  
Sis. R. Jean Davis (photography)  
Deas. Roslin Griffin(bulletin) 
Sis. Cheryl Howell (website)  
Sis. Katrina Kaufman (social media) 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Sis. Edith Suttles 
 
Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee 
Sis. Vivian Tansil, Chairperson   
   and Parliamentarian  
Deas. Zeferonia Demps 
Deas. Sallie Flanders  
Sis. Cheryl Howell  
Dea. Robert Owens 
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Tte. Algie Watkins 
Dea. James Yarborough 
 
 

Events Coordinating Committee 
Sis. Marilyn Crosby, Chairperson  
Tte. Jokay Maxie 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Sis. Edith Suttles 
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
 
Facilities Use Committee 
Dea./Tte. Karl Wilson, Chairperson  
Tte. Jokay Maxie, Vice-Chairperson 
Tte. David Duke 
Tte. Katrina Kaufman  
 
 
 
Financial Secretary 
Deas. Marsie Douglas 
Bro. Jeff Champion, Assistant 
 
General Missionary Society 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick, President 
Sis. Rise’ Alexander, Vice-President 
 
Circle No. 4 
Sis. Rise’ Alexander 
Sis. Mildred Cain  
Deas. Cynthia Carnegie, Emeritus  
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones 
Sis. Linda Daniel  
Sis. Ruby Daniel  
Sis. Ida Dulaney 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick 
Sis. Claudria Flourry 
Sis. Sharyn McIntyre (In Memoriam)  
Sis. Yvonne Pernell  
Sis. Jaratha Walker, Emeritus 
Sis. Jackie Warren, Emeritus  
Sis. Erma Whiting 
Sis. Judy Williams, Emeritus   
 
 

 

Sister Autumn Fluker working, Brother Jayson 
Howell scrolling and Sister Connie Wilson and   
Sister Connie Ford hugging at the 90th 
Anniversary celebration.   
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Layman’s League 
Bro. Frank Warren, President  
Dea. Lee Alexander 
Bro. Herman Beard  
Bro. Ronald Cooke 
Tte. Tommie Culpepper  
Tte. David Duke 
Dea. Amel Eiland 
Dea./Tte. Dr. Lonnie Eiland  
Bro. Theo Fulwiley 
Dea. Larry Griffin  
Tte. Albert Henry  
Bro. Jayson Howell 
Rev. Samuel Johnson  
Dea. Robert Owens  
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell  
Bro. Fonnie Price 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Bro. Fred Whiting 
Dea./Tte. Karl Wilson  
Dea. James Yarborough  
Tte. Xavier Yarborough  
 
Reachout Mission Circle 
Sis. Gloria Jones, Chairperson 
Deas. Zeferonia Demps,  
   Vice-Chairperson  
Deas. M arsie Douglas, Secretary 
Sis. Nona Brown,  
   Corresponding Secretary  
Sis. Sarah Reed, Treasurer 
Sis. Ashley Brown  
Sis. Adella Christian  
Sis. Marilyn Crosby  
Sis. Treyna Duke 
Sis. Temekia Gibbs 
Sis. Mary Ann Graham  
Sis. Evelyn Green  
Deas. Roslin Griffin 
Sis. Teresa Jackson 
Deas. Terry Johnson   
Tte. Jokay Maxie  
Deas. Diane Owens 
Sis. Pauline Van Dyke  
Sis. Lorraine Watkins  
Sis. Connie Wilson 
Sis. Bernice Yarborough 
 
Youth Mission Seekers 
Sis. Denise Evans, Chairperson  
Sis. Lori Fluker, Vice-Chairperson  
Sis. Nyla Hughes, Secretary 
Dea. Lee Alexander,  
   Deacon Liaison  
Sis. Rise’ Alexander 
Sis. Dr. Danielle Eiland  
Sis. Zena Flanders  
Rev. Samuel Johnson 
Sis. Danielle Rhodes  
 

 
 

Two Friendship treasures –  
Sister Norma Champion-Jones and 

Sister Edith Suttles sharing an 
anniversary greeting! 

 
Youth Mission Seekers (cont.) 
Sis. Ra’chal Rhodes 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough 
 
Kitchen Committee 
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones  
Sis. Rise’ Alexander 
Sis. Nona Brown 
Sis. Ethel Culpepper  
Deas. Zeferonia Demps  
Deas. Marsie Douglas 
Sis. Treyna Duke  
Sis. Ida Dulaney 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick  
Sis. Tamara Fluker  
Deas. Roslin Griffin 
Sis. Gloria Jones 
Sis. Katrina Kaufman  
Sis. Sarah Reed 
Sis. Edith Suttles  
Sis. Pauline Van Dyke 
Sis. Connie Wilson 
Sis. Bernice Yarborough 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator 
Dea. James Yarborough 
 
Music Department 
Sis. Rise’ Alexander 
Bro. Kevin Brooks 
Dea. Amel Eiland, Chairperson  
Deas. Sallie Flanders 
Dea. Adell Flourry, Jr.,  
Sis. Mary Ann Graham 
Deas. Roslin Griffin  
Sis. Dorothy Hudson, Emeritus 
    (In Memoriam) 
Dea. Dr. Eugene Pernell 
Sis. Yvonne Pernell  
Sis. Dr. Gloria Smith 
Tte. Algie Watkins 
Sis. Bernice Yarborough  
Dea. James Yarborough 
 
Inspirational Choir 
Dea. James Yarborough, Director 
Deas. Sallie Flanders, President  
Deas. Roslin Griffin, Vice-President  
Sis. R. Jean Davis, Secretary 
Sis. Velma DeMyers  
Dea. Adell Flourry, Jr.,  
Sis. Dr. Evelyn Gladney 
Tte. Albert Henry, Librarian  
Sis. Yvonne Pernell 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth,  
   Communications 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles  
Sis. Edith Suttles 
Bro. Frank Warren 
 
Voices of Praise 
Sis. Edith Suttles, President  
Deas. Roslin Griffin 
Tte. Albert Henry 
Sis. Marilyn James Crosby  
Sis. Lori Fluker 
Tte. JoKay Maxie 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth 
Dea/Tte. Donald Suttles  
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
Sis. Bernice Yarborough  
Dea. James Yarborough 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the rare instances where Sister 
Jean Davis was in front of instead of 
behind the camera, pictured here 
with Sister Mary Ann Graham.  
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Nominating Committee 
Sis. Mildred Cain, Chairperson 
Dea. Lee Alexander  
Dea. Amel Eiland  
Sis. Vivian Tansil  
Bro. Frank Warren  
Dea/Tte. Karl Wilson 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough 
 
Pastoral Search Committee 
Tte. Deborah Sudduth, Chair,  
    Trustee Board 
Sis. Mildred Cain, At-Large 
Deas. Sallie Flanders,  
  Advisory Council  
Sis. Lori Fluker, At-Large 
Dea. Larry Griffin, Deacon Board 
Sis. Cheryl Howell, Advisory Council 
Dea. Donald Suttles, Trustee Board 
Bro. Fred Whiting, At-Large 
Dea. James Yarborough,  
   Deacon Board 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough, At-Large 
 
Safety Committee 
Tte. David Duke 
Bro. Kenny Duke  
Dea. Dr. Lonnie Eiland  
Sis. Evelyn Green  
Tte. Albert Henry 
Dea./Tte. Donald Suttles 
Dea. James Yarborough 
Tte, Xavier Yarborough 
 
Scholarship Committee 
Sis. Jacqueline Warren, 
   Chairperson  
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones 
Sis. Ida Dulaney 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick  
Deas. Terry Johnson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During Youth Sunday May 24,  
Friendship was surprised with the 
performance of a youth choir directed by 
Sister Cheryl Dudley (r.)  The choir featured 
(l. to r.) Michaela Gladney, MacKenize 
Gladney, Isaiah Walker, Autumn Fluker 
and Rhonda Green, They were supported 
by Sister Nona Brown, Deacon Amel 
Eiland, Deaconess Zeferonia Demps,  
while pianist Kevin Brooks looks on. 

Transportation Ministry 
Bro. Jeff Champion 
Tte. Tommie Culpepper  
Sis. Ruby Daniel 
Tte. David Duke   
Dea. Adell Flourry, Jr. 
Rev. Samuel Johnson  
Bro. Fonnie Price 
Sis. Ra’chal Rhodes 
Dea. Julian Van Dyke  
Sis. Pauline Van Dyke  
Tte. Xavier Yarborough 
 
Usher Board 
Greeter Ministry 
Sis. Eula (Ann) Beard, Chairperson  
Bro. Herman Beard  
Sis. Ethel Culpepper 
Sis. Demeka Duke 
Sis. Keysha Duke-Booker  
Sis. Gloria Jones  
Bro. Harold Singleton 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough   
 
Senior Usher Board 
Sis. Evelyn Green, Chairperson 
Sis. Marilyn James Crosby 
Sis. Pauline Anderson  
Sis. M ildred Cain  
Sis. Pamela Cooke 
Sis. Velma DeMyers  
Sis. Ida Dulaney 
Sis. Willisa (Mae) Fields 
Bro. Fred Porter, Emeritus  
Bro. Fonnie Price, Emeritus  
Sis. Sarah Reed  
Sis. Ra’chal Rhodes 
Bro. Harold Singleton  
Sis. Vivian Tansil 
Sis. Erma Whiting, Emeritus 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Department 
Sis. Norma Champion-Jones, 
  Director  
Rev. Samuel Johnson, Director 
Dea. Lee Alexander  
Sis. Rise’ Alexander  
Sis. Eula (Ann) Beard 
Sis. Ruby Daniel 
Deas. Zeferonia (Doll) Demps  
Sis. Denise Evans 
Sis. Cheryl Dudley 
Sis. Patricia Fitzpatrick  
Deas. Sallie Flanders  
Dea. Adell Flourry, Jr.  
Sis. Evelyn Green  
Dea. Larry Griffin  
Deas. Roslin Griffin  
Sis. Gail Henry 
Sis. Gloria Jones  
Sis. Yvonne Pernell  
Sis. Sarah Reed 
Sis. Danielle Rhodes  
Sis. Edith Suttles 
Dea. Julian Van Dyke  
Sis. Pauline Van Dyke  
Sis. Connie Wilson 
Sis. Bernice Yarborough  
Dea. James Yarborough 
Tte. Xavier Yarborough 
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Friendship Baptist Church 
Standing Meetings 2025 

 
WEEKLY 
Monday 
@ 5:00 p.m. Reachout Mission 

 
Wednesday 
@ 6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
@ 6:30 p.m. Bible Institute 

 
Thursday 
@ 11:00 a.m.   Circle No.4 
@ 12:30 p.m.   Bible Study 

 
MONTHLY 
Second Tuesday 
@ 6:30 p.m. Deacon Board 

 
Second Saturday 
@ 10:30 a.m.   Trustee Board 

 
Second Sunday 
@ 1:00 p.m. Youth Mission Seekers 

 
Third Saturday 
@ 9:00 a.m. Laymen’s League 
@ 10:00 a.m.   Church Business Meeting 

 
Fourth Saturday 
@ 10:30 a.m.   Advisory Council 

 
 
OUR VISION 
A Church of love who helps people 
know Jesus! 

 
OUR MISSION 
To grow in Christ and in service to the 
community! 

 

2912 Pleasant Grove Road  
Lansing, Michigan 48910 
Phone: 517-394-6369 
Fax: 517-394-6960 
Web:  friendshipbaptistlansing.org 
Email: friendshipbaptistlansing@gmail.com 

 
Sunday School in Person:  
9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. 
 
Sunday School by Phone:  
Dial: 605-468-8725 
Access Code: 953202# 
Please mute phone when connected. 
 
Worship in Person:  
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
Worship by Phone:  
Dial: 701-801-1211 
Access Code: 272951608# 
Please mute phone when connected. 
 
Worship by Zoom:  
Meeting ID: 819 7879 7775 
Passcode: 2912 
Please mute device when connected. 
 
About the Annual Report 
The Friendship Baptist Church Annual 
Report is a publication of the Advisory 
Council. The report documents for the 
membership the work of the Church in  
its fiscal year. The content reflects a 
compilation of the annual reports 
submitted by the officers of the  
Church for the 2024 operating year. 
 
Published April 2025  
Volume XIV 
 
Photo Credits:  
Sister R. Jean Davis 
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